CLIFFORD M. FOUST, Rhubarb: the wondrous drug, Princeton University Press, 1992, pp. xxii, 371, illus., £27.50 (0-691-08747-4) Children in Russia during the 1960s were fully aware of the existence of rhubarb which, together with castor oil, was one of the staple home medicines. Attitudes varied according to the method of administration. The lucky ones consumed it as compotes and kissels, others as a murky liquid prepared from the dried root. English readers will doubtless recall rhubarb and custard served at school Much of the book is taken up with sketches of European physicians and botanists and their attitudes towards the plant. Although medical historians might find these passages rather slight, often leaning too far in the direction of modern-mindedness, as when Foust states that Culpeper anticipated homeopathy, they will be invaluable for nonspecialists. The medical and social contexts of purgative consumption, especially from the point of view of the patient, need further consideration from future historians.
Rhubarb: the wondrous drug is a useful study of an interesting subject and will attract readers from several disciplines, particularly historians of botany and those interested in the problems of early modern trade.
Maria Unkovskaya, Wellcome Institute LISE WILKINSON, Animals and disease: an introduc-tion to the historv of comparative medicine, Cambridge University Press, 1992, pp. x, 272, illus., £40.00, $69.95 (0-521-37573-8) .
This book gives an account of the development of man's understanding, mainly by experiment, of the diseases of domestic animals in relation to human medicine and agriculture. It is not a history of veterinary medicine per se; it covers only the main epizootic diseases and touches only lightly on the profession, institutions and personalities. Apart from the direct interest in specific diseases such as
